Apre B9 wohane T arehes 4

= 18645, Paraplegia News Magazine



with chircabs bities

VANS HIT STREETS
To provide service 1o people
wnth dissblities, Chicago
now has 12 wheshchar-acoes.-
stbie taxacaly i operalion. As
part ol the revised axicab
ordinance—passed over
whelmingly by the Chicago
City Council last yesr
medallion owners with more
than |5 lcenses ane required
W0 incorprnate af least one
wheclchamr-aocessible van
mito thewr e

By the cnd of 1999, an
addional 15 wheekchor
acCecabke vans wali he put
o opcralzon and M) e
will be added m 2000 The
oty of Checazo has agveed to
finance up 0 31 aallhon for
the purchase and installaton
of ramps and whesbchar bock-
mg mochanesms i all 50 vela-
cles. The aity is also looking
for other funding sowrces that
would allow Tor the conver-
0wy Of adkhtronal vehicles.

“The goal of this ordinance
K 1o ensure equatl access 1o
taxicab service for ey L,'l':.'uq'p;_"
says Carofine Drzac Shoen-
berger, Deparntment of Con-
SUMCT SCTVICSS COMMTLSSP0NE
“ainde we bepan discussing
the peed for improved service,
we have boen pashing for
whielchatr-accessible vans.”

Recently. the city expanded
s eflions o improve service
i people with physecal dis
ahglities by mstitnbiing wheel-
chair-accessible aquipiment
raimng (0T anyone sceking a
pablic chauffeur’'s hoense,
Hasold Wiashington College,
whech conducts the pablic
l.'h.'.ll.lﬂ-:fui e LMRT Wl *I.;_IH TN -
poraled a simuislor of 4
whoclchair-arcexable van's
eI IR IS fraininge. The

simailator was doaated to the
codieye by SCR. a local para-
transat service prowvider
“This mnovative program
will creame that EVEry rp:u.ll:u,-'
hcensed cab driver knows
how o properly operate the
cguepencn? 1n these vetucles,”
says Uleota Porter, director
of the Pahblic Pasenger
Velucle Traming Program
at Harold Washmgion.
Cowtact: Oity of Chicago,
Department of Consumer”
ervaces, (312) 7444000 /
T44-9089 (fax).

AGENCY HONOREHD
Durng w5 1999 Workl Con-
gress, held m Fort Laad-
crdale, Fla., January 610,
the Soocty of the Advance-
ment of Travel foe the Hands-
capped (SATH), which pro
motes touriem for people
with disabilities, recognized
Accessible San Dhego (ASD)
lor its excelience. The sward
nonofs ASEY s Todstanding
aclseverment in receptive
ot Tor iravelers wills dis-
abalines. ™

ASD i reportedly the
nation's first imformation cen-
ter for travelers with doabihi-
ties. The organization publish-
2 YActeLk i San [L"}rgn," A
gunde 10 the area; has a Web

sile (www_ acccssandwya o

provides a telephone hothine
{618 2T000H Y and moan
tains 2 reference hibeary on
destmations around the world
Contact: Accessible San
Dhegn, (G199 27940704 /
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ACCESSIBLE VAN RENTALS
Iy Wy Wihmley

Renting 4 wheelchar-accessi-
ble var for personal use i
only a phone Gaill away——iand
funding sowrces are available

Many possible fundmg sources are available for renting wheel-
chair-acceswible vans for personal use.

to pay (or the rental

People with disabilities
need o become mformed so
they can advocate for their
own needs. The following
mfoemation provides possibie
van-rental fl!lhh!l:.-‘ T

.' In ST I..“'II‘I.'l:IIL‘\uij.lﬁu_':,':'-h.h lhl_'
(Ofhice of Vocationgtl Behabili-
tatron (OVE) will foned aceex
sible-<van rentals for clients.
Keep i mind, however, that
OVR's primary porpose is

i» help prepare people fo
emplovment. The office will
assist with whatever i needed
0 keep a person employed. B
VORI iranapoatataee rerenbs aire
derectly or mndwectly related
o emplovment-—i¢., partice-
pating in phyacal or ocoupa-
uonal therapy, studying at 30
cducational o traming st
non, atending job imterviews,

oF just petting {0 your work
place-—OVR may véol 4 van
antl] vou are able o porchase
your own. When vou are
ready to bay, COVE wall
pery for the necded adapted
cguipment. Contact jocal
LR o M[ﬁl!h‘h

If you are currently
cnploved and your personal
van s ol of commission,
OVER will rent a van 10
ensurg that you can keep
your #ood record of amern-
domnce 31 work. Paratransit
and public transportalion &m
nidk always meet work time
schedudes. A sade benelt of
renting a van rather than
refying on othér ransporta
twrn g% that you have access
o the vehacle for your own
personal ke J3 hours a day

b Amother i'umlms woree lor



& Travel TIPS

renbing vans is aulomobilc
insorance cosngames, If your
vehicke 15 damaged m an
accidhent that is the other dri-
ver's fash, lasher msurance
company will pay for you 10
rent an accessible van while
yours is repasred or replaced.
Be poltely assertive if you
are tokd they wall pay less
than the cost of an accessible
van. You are enfitied to a
veluche that mcels your ape-
cial noods, not st those of
an able-bodicd e s 5
psurance companses will pay
the full rental cost for you.

b In many cascs, Workmen s
Coenpensation will pay 0 puor
chise an adapiesd van for an
msurexd individual myured oo
the job. If the injury is tempo-

rary, they wall renl a van for
the time period needed. 11 the
gy is long-term, they wall
rent while you are waiting foe
delivery of your own v

# A fourth source of payviment
 throaph rental iInsarance.
Most insprance CORPREncs
have this option bat few will
cover the high cost of rentmg
an accessible van, Une sOunce
of coverage s Adaplive Assur-
ance, (RER) S92-6315, I your
own accessible van s disabled
o the resuls of an accuiend,
regardiess of faal, Adaptive
Acsurance will cover the acto-
al cost of your renting a mods
ficd vehicle. You may wish o
consider this option spockally
designed for owners and driv-
ers of accessible vans.,

# Another area of (unding
to consider s medical
insurance. If your policy
ncledes noncmergency
medical trangport, you
might tugpeest renling a
van rather than using an
ambulance company, which
charges up to three hmes
more {or a single tmp. The
advantage is that you have
personal use of the van 24
hours 2 day and can go to
appointments according to
your own schedule. The
advantage 10 the insorance
company 13 much lower
cosl. Three nps & woek for
therapy using a non-cmer-
gency medical-transporta-
tion service would cost as
much as or more than rent-
ing a van full-time.

# Special-intcrest groups and
chantable orgamzations offer
funding o fulfill the special
wishes of children or aduiis
who bave noeds. These
organizations will rent acces-
sable vans to muake those
wishes become reality.

Renting wheelchaim-aloss-
sible vans has many possible
funding sources. Explore
these options. If you don't
qualify for any type of finan-
cial assIstance, you can pay
the standard rental fee

Narecy Whaiey is co-owner of
Wheelchair Ceetaways of
Pennsylvaria, (800) 221-
650, The parent cOmpany
has 34 van renial locations o
the S and Paerto Kivo
{800) 642. 2042 / (606) 873-

Accessible Van Rentals
Travel In Style....

Rent one of our specially-equipped full size

or lowered fToor mini vans throughont the

I'S. and Puerto Rico.

Rent for business ov pleasure

Short or long term renlals
Conrvenient delivery and pickup
Counrteons and knowledgeable staff
Hand controls i ailable

e

Independence is only a pm uﬁvav?
k\ - Wheelchair 5 g
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Rent by the Monih, Week or Day

Wil Mgl TS

Getaways

(800) 642-2042

wieir.blvd.com wghitm
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